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For about a month the Agawam was the flag-
ship of Rear-Admiral S. P. Lee, commanding the
North Atlantic Squadron. Lee was another one of
the captains who, at the outbreak of the Civil War,
was still in the prime of his powers. He was oft the
Cape of Good Hope in command of a ship bound
for China when he heard that Sumter had been
fired on. Without waiting on an order from Wash-
ington, he started home on his own responsibility, in
the conviction that the services of his ship would be
needed. He was a man of prodigious and conscien-
tious industry.

Commander A. C Rhind, in command of the
Agawam, }&& earned a reputation for fearlessness in
the war and fearlessness in controversy before the
war. While in the Pacific Squadron years before,
as I recall, he had been suspended by Boutwell, the
commander of his ship. Afterward, when his case
was on trial in Washington, he posted a notice out-
side the Navy Department to this effect: "Bout-
well is a liar and a scoundrel/' Though the Retir-
ing Board dropped him from the navy, he was able
to have himself reinstated, and to prove that, how-
ever eccentric he might be in time of peace, he could
be of great service in battle.

The Agawam''s most important action occupied
her off and on for six days in pounding the Confed-
erate batteries at Four Mile Creek to aid General
Butler's attack. On the first day we engaged oneness
